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Nyakyusa language 


Nyakyusa, or Nyakyusa-Ngonde, is a Bantu language of 
Tanzania and Malawi spoken by the Nyakyusa people around 
the northern end of Lake Malawi. There is no single name for 
the language as a whole; dialects are Nyakyusa, Ngonde 
(Konde), Kukwe, Mwamba (Lungulu), and Selya (Salya, Seria) 
of Tanzania. Disregarding the Bantu language prefixes Iki- and 
Ki-, the language is also known as Konde ~ Nkhonde, Mombe, 

Nyekyosa ~ Nyikyusa, and Sochile ~ Sokili. 

Sukwa is often listed as another dialect, but according to Nurse 
(1988) and Fourshey (2002) it is a dialect of Lambya. 

In Malawi Nyakusa and Kyangonde are spoken in the northern 
part of Karonga District, on the shore of Lake Malawi close to 
the border with Tanzania, while Nkhonde is spoken the centre 
of the district, including in the town of Karonga/ 4 ^ 

According to the Language Mapping Survey for Northern 
Malawi carried out by the Centre for Language Studies of the 
University of Malawi, "Nyakyuska, though spoken by very few 
people, mainly at Iponga in Sub T/ A Mwakawoko’s area, is 
regarded as the parent language from which Kyangonde and 
Chinkhonde originated. Kyangonde, on the other hand, is 
regarded as the most prestigious and standard language/dialect 
of the district. ... Chinkhonde is seen as a dialect of Kyangonde 
which has been heavily influenced by Citumbuka."^ 

The same Survey contains a folktale (the Tortoise and the Hare) 
in Chinkhonde and other languages of Northern Malawi, as well 
as some comparative vocabulary/ 6 ' 

Below is the Tortoise and the Hare folktale in Chinkhonde. 

KALULU NU UFULU: 

Ufulu abukire polenga ifyakulya ku bandu. Pakwegha thumba 
lyake akapinyilira ku 

luropo Utah no fwara msingo lyake, linga akwenda lithumba 
likisagha mnyuma. 

Apo akagha mu njira, ukalulu akisagha mnyuma papo atiri 
“ehe, thumba lyangu” Ufulu 

atiri, we thumba lyangu ili keta luropo mphinyilire nkhuguza 
linga nkwenda”. Ukalulu 
akanire ayobire kuti “Tubuke kumphala kuburongo”. Mphala yolongire batumire 
chingwe icho Ufulu apinyilire thumba. Bakegha thumba bampere Ukalulu. Lisiku limo 
Ukalulu akendagha, Ufulu amwaghire papo atiri “ehe, mchira wangul” Ukalulu atiri “Sa! 
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We fulu mchira wangu ubu”. Ufulu akanire po atiri “nsalire wangu”. Babukire sona ku 
Mphala kuburongi. Ku Mphala inongwa yinoghire Ufulu. Batumwire mchira wa Kalulu 
no mupa FuluP^ 
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